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Spouting Off 
 

Dear friends, 
     Mid-summer greetings and Happy 4th of July!  
I pray that you are finding time during these 
summer months for little changes in routine that 
draw you closer to God.    
     It was a joy to meet and reconnect with many of you at Lakeside during 
East Ohio’s Annual Conference in June.  Please call if you would like to discuss 
spiritual direction for yourself or spiritual formation programming for your 
congregation.  It would be a joy to be in ministry together.  
                                      Peace, 
                                            Pastor Sharon, Director 
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july 2016 

Contemplate this:  Freedom of Speech 
 

 My father is a wordsmith.  He approaches words in much the same way 
that a carpenter carves wood or a blacksmith forges iron.  He crafts poems - 
words carefully chosen and chiseled – that invite us to a deeper understanding 
of the human experience. Whether in poetry, daily speech, or Holy Scripture, 
words matter. Lectio divina (Latin for sacred reading) is a contemplative practice 
that invites us to read, savor, speak and listen for the still small voice of God 
calling to us from just beyond the surface of the words.  Seeking God’s presence 
in the words that we read reminds us to also seek God’s presence in the words 
that we speak.  

On July 4th we celebrate, in part, our freedom to speak whatever words we 
want.  May we honor this hard earned right by choosing words that heal rather 
than harm. Lectio divina is a 
prayerful way to pay attention 
to the words we read as well 
as the words we speak.       
I invite you to give it a try!   

 

 

  

Rash words are like sword thrusts, 
but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Proverbs 1 2:1 8 
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Prayer for the Season 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations,  
a song of peace for lands afar and mine;  
this is my home, the country where my heart is;  
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine:  
but other hearts in other lands are beating  
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,  
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;  
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover,  
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine:  
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,  
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 
This is my song, O God of all the nations,  
a prayer that peace transcends in every place;  
and yet I pray for my beloved country --  
the reassurance of continued grace:  
Lord, help us find our one-ness in the Savior,  
in spite of differences of age and race. 
 
May truth and freedom come to every nation;  
may peace abound where strife has raged so long;  
that each may seek to love and build together,  
a world united, righting every wrong;  
a world united in its love for freedom,  
proclaiming peace together in one song. 
   United Methodist Hymnal #437 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Taking Time for Peace is an event designed to undergird the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland with scripture and prayer. I will be leading 
two, 30-minute workshops on praying with mandalas based on lectio divina 
and focusing on peace related scriptures. 
 

Taking Time for Peace 
Saturday, July 9, 4-7pm 

Organized by First Presbyterian Church, 
4785 Shankland Road, Willoughby, OH 44094 

“We will gather for communal prayer, followed by three half-hour 
workshops of your choice featuring praying with mandalas, praise 
moves, origami, tactile reflection and a labyrinth.  Light supper will be 
provided.  RSVP’s are appreciated, but not required.  Please call the 
church office at 440-946-0070 to register.”   

 


