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Spouting Off 
 

Dear friends, 
     Although it snowed just two weeks ago in 
Cleveland, I do believe that summer is finally upon us!  
During this season of new routines and changing pace, I 
invite you to step out of your comfort zone and try something new and creative. Paint. 
Color. Do pottery. Take photos. Sew. Bake. Or even make your own soap.  It is often 
when we bravely step out of the usual text of our lives and into the margins, that we 
encounter God in creative new ways.  Stretch yourself.  Step into the margins.  Allow the 
summer sun to warm your soul and gently turn you toward the light of new possibilities.   
                                         In the glow of the summer Son, 
                   Pastor Sharon, Director 

Whale Spouts 
june 2016 

Contemplate this: 
from bullets to crosses 

 
 “They shall beat their swords into plowshares,  

and their spears into pruning hooks;  
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  

neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Isaiah 2:4 

 

Decaying AK-47 shells littered the Liberian landscape following the end of the civil 
war there in 2003.  However, rather than allowing these bullet casings to remain as 
ongoing reminders of the destruction of war, Liberian artisan, Benjamin Somah, transforms 
these symbols of pain into symbols of hope. Empty bullets become empty crosses. The 
violence of Good Friday is transformed into the promise of Easter morning.   

If Benjamin Somah can take these modern day swords and turn them into plowshares, 
might we do the same?  Might we be able see the places of pain and destruction in our 
own lives with the eyes of our hearts enlightened - to take the ugly green bullet casings 
and create something beautiful?  

God, grant us the wisdom of your sacred vision so that we may see a creative way 
to move from our past of suffering into a future of healing; from a culture of fear to a 
culture of hope.  Open our eyes and our hearts so that we shall learn war no more.   
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Prayer for the Season 
 
I wish to offer a prayer in memory of my mother’s much beloved cousin, 
Leah Johnson (1938-2016), who recently crossed over the horizon from 
earthly life into life eternal.  Leah and her precious husband, Neil, have 
taught me many valuable lessons of faith, hope, perseverance and deep love.  
Thank you, God, for walking with us through our grief toward the horizon of 
hope that lies before us.  
 

We give them back to you, dear God, 
Who gavest them to us. 
Yet as Thou didst not lose them in giving, 
So we have not lost them by their return. 
For what is thine is ours always, if we are thine. 
And life is eternal and love is immortal, 
And death is only a horizon, 
And a horizon is nothing more 
Than the limit of our sight.  
     ~ Quaker prayer 

 

Praying with Mandalas: 
a colorful, contemplative practice 

 
 

 I am thrilled to announce that Praying with Mandalas: a colorful, 
contemplative practice has been accepted for publication by Upper Room 
Books!  It will be released as a print book in January 2017 and then later 
produced as an online e-course. I am amazed, humbled and more than 
anything else, grateful for the opportunity to share in the spiritual journey of 
so many.  The creation of this book would have been impossible without the 
prayerful support, encouragement and feedback from so many who have been 
willing to give praying with mandalas a try and found it to be a meaningful 
spiritual practice.  
     The book is slated for release as part of the Upper Room Lenten 
Resources for 2017.  In addition to expanded information about each prayer 
method (Lectio Divina, Intercessory Prayer, Centering Prayer, Ignatian Examen) 
the 4 main chapters will include 10 mandalas each which lends itself well to 
40 days of contemplative coloring through the season of Lent.   
 If you are interested in learning more or scheduling a small group 
experience based on Praying with Mandalas, please let me know. 

 


